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                 DUCKS  IN A ROW. . . 
After an optimistic beginning, MVBCH is closer to establishing another horse camp on 
ǘƘŜ [ƻǳǇΣ ŀ ōƛƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΦ  IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ./I! 
about fundraising in general -- as we enlist financial help for any enterprise, we should 
be able to answer these questions ( Maybe  home projects should pass this test too!): 

1. How, specifically, will the money be used? 
2. What will be the benefits of this project?  
3. Who will do the work to complete this project? 
4. How will the project be sustained or maintained? 

 
 

Mission Statement  ï The purpose of Backcountry Horsemen of Washington is to perpetuate the 

legal and moral claim by the American people to use  horses and mules for recreation on public lands. 

A LETTER FROM THE 

PRESIDENT  
 

September 17
th

 we will have the Bear Mountain Loop  ride leaving 

from Loup Loup ski Bowl parking lot at 10 AM.   You access the ski 

bowl from the summit o f Loup Loup Pass  on Highway 20 .   The gate 

will be open starting at noon on the 16th.   Mary Pat and Rick 

Bauman will be camping up there the 16th and 17th and invite 

anyone who wants to camp with their ponies to join them.   There is 

potable water for humans  and stock as well as bathrooms in the ski 

lodge.   Please rsvp to Mary Pat or Rick at 509 996 - 3552  or email 

us  at mpbauman@centurytel.net  if you are planning to camp.   

Depending on how many ,  we can organize a group campfire and 

potluck.   There is no water on the ride itself , but the  trails are 

nice and wide ,  with plenty of great views.   These are some of the 

trails we will be able to access from the possible horse camp at 

JR campground.  

 

On September 25th we will be gathering at Bill and Jan Ford's 

ranch at 302 Twisp River Road .   We will ride out at 10 AM and 

enjoy a scenic 3 hour loop through the acres of public land behind 

their home.   It is always hard to decide which wa s better ,  the 

ride or the hamburgers barbecued afterwards.   Bring a beverage and 

side dish and chairs.   The club will provide the burgers and 

trimmings.  

 

Please plan on attending the September meeting on September 3rd at 

7:00 PM.   The awards committee wil l be presenting recommendations 

for volunteer hours and budget committee will make a presentation 

on re venue and expenses year - to - date.  

                                                                                   Rick Bauman 
 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

MVBCH  

OFFICER S

SS 

 

http://us.mc842.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=mpbauman@centurytel.net


COMING UP SOON 

7 P.M. THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 , GENERAL BUSINESS 

MEETING AT THE TWISP S ENIOR CENTER  

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER  

 4 - 7   fri -mon         Ellensburg Rodeo, Kittitas County Fairgrounds 
 

 5 - 6 sat - sun          ²ƛƴǘƘǊƻǇ IƻǊǎŜƳŜƴΩǎ   aŜǘƘƻǿ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ Labor Day Rodeo  

 

 12  satu rday         ./I .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ¢ƘƛǊŘ vǳŀǊǘŜǊ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ 

 

 11- 13  fri - sun                Karen Irland Centered Riding Clinic, Bear Creek Equestrian Center 

 

 17  thursday         MVBCH  Bear Mountain Preview Ride  *                        
 

 19  saturday        Tri-Rivers BCH Trail Competition, Pateros 

 

 25 friday                      MVBCH Hamburger Ride*  

 

 october  

 1  Thursday            DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ  άIŀǊǾŜǎǘ tƻǘƭǳŎƪέ 6:00 and Guest Speaker Mike Liu    
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* Pr eview Ride , Bear Mountain :  

 Thursday, September 17: Hereôs your chance to ride the Bear Mountain trails out of MVBCHôs (potential) 
new horse camp at the Loup. If youôre curious about the venue or want to know how the north Loup trails compare 
with  the south Loup trails, please join other chapter members on our first MVBCH ride into the area.  See the 
presidentôs letter for more details.     

 

   * Hamburger Ride:   
 Friday, September 25 :  This ride extends from the Fordôs place (302 Twisp River Road) up Frost Road to the 

Big Valley Ranch and beyond. Itôs generally an easy trek, with open fields and hills, and nice views north. The meal 

back at the Fordôs is a big draw, with hamburgers cooked on new grills by old chefs. Bring a lawn chair, a potluck side 

dish, and your chosen beverage for a relaxing post-ride lunch around 1:00. Parking (best if you come early) is at the 

base of Fordôs hill near the barn; trailer-pooling is helpful. Ride out is 10:00 sharp; there will be breakfast snacks for 

early arrivals. New members are especially welcome -- itôs a good chance to meet chapter members and learn 

how they feel about horses, hills, and food! 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M ETHOW VALLEY BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN  

MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 6  GENERAL MEET ING  
 
The August meeting was called to order by Pres. Rick Bauman at 7:10 p.m. The June and July minutes were approved as printed 

in the June newsletter.  President Rick Bauman gave the treasurerôs report for July. 

The Guest Trailer 

There have been no inquiries about the trailer.  It was suggested that usable items be removed, such as pots, pans, linens, propane, 

etc.  It was moved and seconded that the trailer be donated to the Ferry County BCH.  Motion passed. 

Hits Program 

Nancy explained that the program was started to encourage participation in the chapter activities. Interest has decreased recently 

and Nancy presented three options. 
A. Continue the program as before with interested members sign up to participate. 

B. Let current 10 participants continue indefinitely. 

C. Let current 10 participants continue through this year and then discontinue the program. 

After discussion on the three options, a vote was taken and the majority voted for option A.  It was suggested that Nancy have help 

in monitoring the program and that a blurb about the program be put in the next newsletter. 

Meeting at Loup Loup summit for proposed Horse Camp 

Mary Pat, several chapter members, four Forest Service and Ski Bowl Management met at the J.R. Campground site to discuss the 

feasibility of a horse camp.  All present were very positive about the project. 

1. To start with, there can be 6 sites with pull-throughs, with potential for 6 more sites. 

2. Water is available and toilets are there. 

3. There is a communal fire pit. 
4. High-lines are present. 

5. There are many existing trails. 

6. There is room for day parking at the Sno Park. 

The Forest Service talked about possibly applying for a grant/s for the project.  It was discussed and suggested that MVBCH offer 

$ plus volunteer hours to show a vested interest in the project.  No decision was made. 

In the meantime, the following steps will be taken: 

1. Cathy Upper will write a letter to send to other groups for support. 

2. We will need to get a copy of a map of the area from Ellis Fink. 

3. Check on NEPA requirements to see if they have been met. 

4. An engineer will be needed to design the final plan.  Bill suggested that we ask Larry Zimmerlund if he could do 

this. 
Mary Pat has offered to host a ñpreviewò ride on Bear Mountain for members to check out the trails in area.  The ride is scheduled 

for Thursday, September 17 at 10:00 a.m.  You can park trailers in the Loup Loup Ski Bowl park area.  For those interested, please 

RSVP and remember to pack a lunch. 

Trail Boss Report 

 July 21- Bill, Ken and Keith packed in a Chelan trail crew to 

 Aug. 3- Bill, Ken, Keith, Ted, and Pete packed in a PNTA trail crew.  Then they will pack them out on Aug. 7. 

 Aug. 18- Work party is scheduled for South Creek Bridge at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Directorsô Meeting scheduled for September 12 in Ellensburg. 

Guest speakers 

 It was discussed to invite guest speakers to some of our future meetings.  Ken will invite Mike Liu, new director for the Forest 

Service, to speak at the October meeting.   
To think about: 

As we go into Fall, we will want to look at the budget that will be discussed in November.  Please think about needed dollars for 

expenses in areas where you work so that the budget committee can prepare a budget plan. 

Officers 

Current officers need to be thinking about continuing in their present positions.  We will need a committee for nominations for 

open positions.  Rick suggested that we elect a President and a vice-President (who would move into the President position the 

following year.) 

Wood-cutting 

Ken will contact the DFW about getting the wood and set a date for sometime in October. 

Awards Committee 

Gary reported that his committee will meet and have a motion ready at the September meeting for guidelines for awards that will 
allow flexibility.  

        October 1, 6:00 p.m. will be a Harvest potluck.  Guest speaker: Mike Liu       The meeting was concluded at 8:20 p.m. 
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Host Trailer History by Nancy Palagruti 

 While cleaning out the Twisp Horse Camp trailer in 

anticipation of the new ownerôs arrival, we found the journalé I had 

forgotten we even had a journal. Here is a bit of history to enlighten 

you about the history of the MVBCH host trailer. 

 Through the generosity of the USFS and some right folks in 

the right spot, we became aware that a trailer was no longer needed 

by the USCGS (Geological Survey). It had been parked and used as a 

base camp for study. 

 John Brooks and Richard Erickson towed the trailer here to 

our home on the Twisp River Road on August 15, 1996; then it was 

cleaned out by a work party and in June of 1997, we met to clean 

again and checked the plumbing, electricity and got everything 

working.  On July 2, after the traditional Horse Camp cleanup the end 

of June, Brooks and Erickson towed the trailer to the horse camp and 

put it in the parking spot that had been designated and prepared.  

 There are several more entries in the journal regarding 

visitors to the trailer, the events at the horse camp that were written by 

the host.  I have stayed in the trailer and found it most comfortable, so 

it is a little upsetting to hear people bad mouth it when they havenôt 

even been inside. The FS used it a time or two for their folks to stay at 

the horse camp.   

 No one apparently wants to be camp host and if they do, they 

all seem to have their own facility to stay in. So, it has not been used 

for a number of years, but it has served our chapter well and I am sure 

Ferry County will get some good use out of it too.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

HAPPY TRAILERS TO YOU!! 
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 TIPS/ IDEAS/ TIPS/ IDEAS/ TIPS/ IDEAS/ TIPS/ IDEAS 
You only need to hear a couple of near miss stories, or experience a down-slope trail accident 
yourself, to give a lot of thought to the Big Question: to stick or to bail? The best advice is probably to 
follow your instinct, since every falling incident poses its own unique problems. But if your horse lands 
upright with you intact, the wisdom is to stay the course and ride the horse, whether itôs up, down, or 
sideways. If momentum tips or upends your horse and/or you know youôre coming out of the saddle, 
then try hard to step out, or fling yourself, or fall, uphill or at least away from the animal. Wearing a 
helmet, carrying a cell phone, riding with friends, having a first aid kit -- all these considerations 
happen before the accident and may matter a whole lot afterward. But whatever your safety net, in the 

heat of the moment, keep cool and take your best shot to save FIRST yourself, then your horse.  

The annual Harry Whitney horsemanship clinic, held at 

the fairgrounds in Cashmere each August, draws riders 
from all over the state. Here MVBCH members Susan 
Lagsdin (above) and Peggy Swanberg (below) practice 

making some smooth transitions on Stella and Kenzie.   

GOT RIDING  PICS? 
 

If you take your digital camera on trail 
ǊƛŘŜǎΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ Ǝƻǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
scenics and close-ups of you and your 
riding companions.  How about sharing 
those good times with our chapter 
members? For the October issue of 
άIƻǊǎŜ¢ŀƭŜǎέ ǎŜƴŘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ǘƻ 
sjlagsdin@yahoo.com. by September 24 

 

 

mailto:sjlagsdin@yahoo.com.%20by


GETTING TO KNOW THE CHAPTER MEMBERS  . . .Youôve heard the face, youôve seen the name ï  this is the place to learn about 
some MVBCH members each  month.  Anyone can expect a friendly interview sometime this year! 

 

 

 

H.I.T.S. FITS  ¢ƘŜ IΦLΦ¢Φ{Φ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ όIƻǳǊǎ Lƴ ¢ƘŜ {ŀŘŘƭŜύ Ŧƛǘǎ ƻǳǊ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ŧƛǘǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǊƛŘŜǊǎΦ  Though it was originally conceived as a lure to get members involved in meetings and work 
ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƴƻƴ-competitive way for MVBCH folks (most of whom are already plenty involved) to keep 
track of their riding life and get ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀǇǇƭŀǳǎŜΦ !ƴŘ LǘΩǎ totally optional.  If you ride weeks at a time into the back 
countrȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ŀ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǊǎΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊƛŘƛƴƎΗ  όWǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IL¢{ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦύ !ƴŘΣ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƴ 
occasional day rider putting 20 hours a summer on your HITS log, keep on keeping track, and most of all -- keep on riding; 
yearly hours are cumulative. Members voted in August to continue the HITS program -- if you'd like to start, Visit the 
website for forms and rules or contact Nancy Palagruti  nanpal@wildblue.net  for more details.  

 

JUST 80 MILES AWAY   While ȅƻǳΩǊŜ busy trail riding in The Methow, folks from the west side are 
building a magnificent 112 acre all-year, multi-user Washington State Horse park at Suncadia resort  in Cle Elum -- designed 
by a Kentucky architect to provide dozens of barns, arenas, pens, camping and parking spaces.  The projected  activities  
range from cross country and dressage to reining and breed shows, and access to a huge trail system. Permits are pending, 
the bulldozers are waiting. LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ 
maybe as soon as next Spring, go to www.washingtonstatehorsepark.org.   
 

  

 

 

 

SUEKII CORNWALL  
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 One hundred percent mountain woman, or as close as she can get to it, is the way Suekii Cornwall dresses, 

tacks up, and camps when she hits the trails.  When she and Wayne camp, they use only what they can carry on their 

horses to further appreciate the early frontiersmen and how they survived. The fascination with pre-1840 living means 

they wear brain-tanned skins, shoot black powder, and use an 18 foot tipi lodge, traveling with their horses to celebrate 

the era and participate in reenactments with other aficionados at rendezvous as far as California. They also live on the 

Rendezvous -- upper valley folks, with Wayne fishing and Suekii selling real estate and catering on the side to allow 

flex time for riding the hills. Though they do haul out of state around the Northwest to ride mountain trails, they both 

agree the Methow Valley has enough diversity to keep them fully occupied, with lots of exploring left to do.  

 Their horses are up to the challenge. Suekii continues to ride her 23 year old Dan Deweert Morgan mare, 

Methow Desire, nick-named ñRepoò for a previous ownerôs financial strife.  Green horse and green rider stuck with each 

other. Suekiiôs tried other mounts, but ñso long as sheôs willing and able to head down the trail, sheôll be my first and 

only horse.ò Wayneôs main ride is a ñbeautiful and friendlyò Tennessee Walking  Horse named Coaly.  

 Suekiiôs first years of riding were solo, out her own back door, and sometimes with Cathy Upper as a mentor.  

You might not see her at the biggest chapter rides -- she prefers smaller groups (two?) where she can trail blaze and 

challenge her mare without disrupting, but Suekii fully supports MVBCH with work and donations, and appreciates what 

it does to keep the trails open for all of us.  

 

 

  mvbch. com --  one more way to know what ôs going o n 
 

If you havenΩt traveled to the chapterΩs website lately, try it out. It has photos, ride info, past 
newsletters, printable forms (membership and volunteer) and other bits of mvbch business. More active 

readership and input will result in an increasingly useful website for all of us. Check it out! 

http://us.mc842.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=nanpal@wildblue.net
http://www.washingtonstatehorsepark.org/
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  TRY ADVERTISING IN ñHORSE TALESò  

Save time & money with 12 issues (other terms available) 

Business Card Size $40  

ı page (3.5ò x 4ò) $90  

İ page (5òx 7ò) $155  

Full Page $300  

Advertising sells! If you have a business, horse 
related or not, this is a good place to reach 
ōǳȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ./IΦ  άIƻǊǎŜ 
¢ŀƭŜǎέ ƛǎ ǊŜŀŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻƴǘƘ ōȅ мпл ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ 
members and their friends, as well as chapters 
around the region. And remember, MVBCH 
members may always place their non-
commercial classified ads for free.  

E-mail editor sjlagsdin@yahoo.com for details 

West Nile Moving North?  

 

 We hope not, but with two Yakima-area cases 

this summer (and 41 in the state last year) it pays, quite 

literally, to vaccinate against this disease. It travels from 

mosquito to bird to horse, but not between horses, and 

part of prevention is eliminating standing water where 

mosquitos breed.  Update your shots -- Your vet will 

agree; your horse would too. 

THE SEPTEMBER QUERY:  if YOU 

WANTED  TO ATTRACT NEW YOUNG 

MEMBERS TO MVBCH, WHAT WOULD 

@C WMSP @CQR }QCJJGLE NMGLR~= 
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SOUTH CREEK PROGRESS 
By jan Ford 

 We had our fourth work party on South Creek Bridge on August 18th.  This time we were working 

at the creek as the three big stringer logs and the log for the sills had been hauled to the Horse Camp 

side of the bridge site.  By four pm the sill log for the far side of the bridge had been cut and brought 

across the creek.  There is still some leveling to do where the sill logs will be sited, but most of the 

digging has been done after removing logs from the old bridge. 

 Nancy Palagruti organized a delectable lunch assisted by Deborah Whittemore, with extra dishes 

supplied by Anna Heathman and Mary Jane Heggenes.  We are very fortunate to have so many 

accomplished cooks in our Chapter and the lunch was very much appreciated and was a nice break. 

 Dan Rogers ( USFS), who organized the work, together with colleague Brett  fixed a pulley about 

40 feet up a cotton wood on the far side of the creek ready to pull the logs across to the other bank.  At 

the next work party, sometime in mid September, the sill logs and the approaches should be finished.  

We have now completed 75% of the 500 Volunteer Hours for this project.   

 Thank you to everyone who has helped to accrue these hours. MVBCH members present at this 

work party were Steve Campbell, Bill and Jan Ford, Al Heggenes, Gary Sterner, Pete Stoothoff, Ted 

Whittemore, Keith Zielke and the lunch crew.  

 

(Upper left) Getting the old bridge logs out of the 
way. (Above),All ready to pull the sill log over. 
(Left) Packing up - a job well done!!                                    
            Photos by Jan Z. Ford  

 

 

 


